WE1S Key Finding

KF-7-4

The media covers funding for humanities research, but pays almost
no attention to funding for humanities teaching.

Analyzing our Collection 1 (82,324 articles
in U.S news media mentioning “humanities”)
with the aid of a topic model (C-1.250), we
observe that the media makes the public
aware of humanities funding in higher ed as
primarily a research rather than teaching
priority. The media focuses on funding for
both student (undergrad and graduate) and
faculty-led research in universities, as well
as on the establishment of research
endowments. Funding sources covered are
federal, state and private funding. (See
representative articles a, b).

But funding for humanities higher-ed
teaching only appears in two top articles of
relevant topics in our model (i.e., articles
highly associated with such topics). See, for
instance, article ¢ associated with topic 231
on higher ed funding; and article d
associated with topic 86 on grants from the
National Endowment of the Humanities
(NEH). In both cases, only federal funding is
discussed.

By way of comparison, the limited media
coverage of humanities education in the
K-12 system (kindergarten to grade 12 in
the U.S.) focuses almost exclusively on
teaching. Though sparse (see our finding in
KFE-7-3), such coverage centers on
teaching-related activities that include field
trips, reading programs, and instructional
training. Funding sources mentioned include
public and private agencies, though
recipients mentioned are primarily in the
public school system (e.g., articles g, f, g).

This leads us to ask: to what degree does
the "missing" discourse about funding for
higher-ed humanities teaching reflect actual

differences in funding levels and initiatives
for the humanities? Alternatively, are we just
seeing a gap in what the media finds
interesting in the humanities in higher ed?
These questions frame two kinds of
problems suggesting a need for different
kinds of solutions.

Topic 231 ® Top 20 Documents
1. HATS OFF". The Seatte Times
2 "NA", Chicago Daly Herald
3 *Elowsh

4. zAtesty Underoracuate Research Program helo Daiy Targum:
Buigers University

5.“NAT. Dally. Calfomian: Universi of Calfomia - Berkeley.

6.%60% of Ph.D. Students Said 0 Get Assistantships”

research

thesis funding?, Daly

E
,,,, e graduate 7.3
2 innersty,

8 "WESTSIDE DIGEST: WESTWOOD: UCLA, TO LINK', Los Angele.
5 Times (6+months)

PhD Stugents', University. tate Univers

9.6
v Los Angeles

10. “Undergraduate res . Oklahoma Dail
Y. University.

o : Louisiana)

1 % | 12 :us nghight Houstonian: University
13.7In Brief The Chronice of igher Education
Sources of Top 20 Document ts 14,7 Workshor", Gator Tmes: Universiy o Florida

16, offers mentor prograr’,

ulural issues’, The Brown Dally He

16,7
[oF) ald: Brown University

® HAMPSHIRE WEEKLY /NOT

17, UNH i fegeral grant fo
° EWORTHY".The Boston Globe
%0

rants with extra postdoctoral funding Business school
(o Seceiay Stents prepare (o more Dakoia Acce
%0 The Haichet: George Washington University.
000, 15, “Grant un - atBinghamion

©00 20.24 ", The Maroon: Loyola University - Ne
RSRERREALY BEERY Mo

o3 &8888835 g

Topic 86 ® Top 20 Documents.
1. ‘OFFICERS. AWARDS & GRANTS?, The Honolulu Advertiser (Honolulu, H)
2% Teachers' Projects", Albuguerque Joumal (New Mexico)

NEH grant’, The Centre Colle

state
ant gnaiman 5 525 . history efiort", Chicago Trinuna

e endowment funding ol smereans
aaaaaa history public cutural peoy
"""""""

. SuPPort humanities ™
federal projects grants receivec d 9. MF/

7. *NA", Fedoral News Service
8 Museums gt $5.7 millon’, Chicago Tribune

¢ The Houston Chronicle

% programs  emerican goncy 10, NAT, Federal News Serv
4 " project 11, TTHE NATION", Los Angeles Times (6+ months)

] 12. "GARDEN GETS §75,000 GRANT, Chicago Tribune

13.INA", Federal News Service
4 e Loshr

ive §935 000 in grants", The Bismarck Tribune

20 "NA", The Star-Ledger (Newark, New Jersey)

Top 20 articles of Topics #231 and #86 viewed in
TopicBubbles.

Document collection studied: C-1: U.S. News
Media, c. 1989-2019 (WE1S core collection of articles
mentioning humanities).

Topic model of this collection: C-1.250.
(250-topics)

Interesting sample topics: 86, 231
Representative articles: 3, b, c, d, e,f, g

Evidentiary documentation: WE1S report
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