WE1S Key Finding KF-4-9

One narrative that the media promotes is that intrinsic humanistic
values lead to jobs, grants, and other tangible outcomes.

Building on our finding that the media values in and of themselves, the media
assesses the “value” of the humanities in sees them as skills, thus imposing

terms both intrinsic and economic (KF 4-1), economic imperatives. This observation
we find that the media in our Collection 1 raises the following question: does the
also advances a causal narrative linking the media's tendency to equate the humanities’
two values. The media understands that intangible values with quantifiable,
“intrinsic” humanities values enable the economic results repress the sense of the
student, university, and/or community to humanities as having values in their own
secure “extrinsic” outcomes. In effect, this right?
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discourse, to be an employable student
after college means treating values like
creativity, analytical thinking, and learning
about cultural diversity as economically-
oriented labor. Rather than view these

Topic model of this collection: 250 topics
Sample Topics: 2, 25, 61, 73.
Representative articles: a, b.

Evidentiary documentation for this key finding: Team 4

Report.

' Expressly academic discourse also tends to equate
“soft skills” with economic advantages (see KE 8-1).
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